Agriculture in the South




Agriculture in the Seuth

Tihe business of thersouthwas always farming

Before andl during the American Revelution,
Major crops In the; south included tobhacco) rice,
and Indigo

s Cotten was noet widely grewn

In the 1790fs, cotton boomed acress, the south

= Rise off textile mills
US and Britain

s Cotton Gin




Cotton Gin

In 1792, Yale graduate; Eli
Whitney took a jowias a tutor 6en
al Georgiar Plantation

= Neticed that the South was in
desperate need of a more efficient
Way. to; clean; cottion

s Asked by ewner tor improve long-
staple machine design

Whitney perfiected the Cotton — J 2 &
Gin inf 1793=—short staple cottonrage”
Could clean 50x more cotton & %

Applied for patent and setup: &
SNOPS across the south to clean: @
farmers’ cotton/for them N

s Farmers began tor copy Whitney:s
design and make their' ewn

= Whitney makes very little money.
from the Cotton Gin



The Cotton Boom

Cotton Gin creates a
Cotton Beem across
the Seuth

= " [he Cottoni Belt” = " L
South Carnoelina te % ~‘a-.;_,73'.;.;-';.1;; ;.‘h i " f;:

iexas
Cotton replaces other "d b
crops as the Southern; 84y A&
cashi crop “" l e
s [Egsy o grow o A
m Easy te lransport

(light)
s Could be stored for

long periods




The Cotton Trade

Sold tens of cotton| to Nerthern textile; mills
Britain became the Southisimost Valued trading partner

Port cities boomed
s Charleston, Savannah, New: Orleans
Because, reads;, canals, and railreadsiwere few! and far

petween, rivers Were the primary, means of* getting
COLLoN| L0 port

= Flatboats, Steamboats

Cotton was sold thirough “cotton brokers™ - factors
s Middleman| between farmers and! industry.
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By 1840 cotton accounted for more than half of all U8, Exports.




Southern Industry.

Graniteville Textile Co. - Founded in
1845, it was the South’s first attempt
at industrialization in Richmond, VA

Seouthern Eactories
existed but were; few and
fiar between

= Rope

s Sudar Processing

m Jextile

Southern Industry
dccounted: o) approX.
1495 of: totall US  industry,

Richmond, Montgemery,
Charleston, Savannah,
INew: Orleans




Crop DIversity
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Southern Seciety:

Eewer than! 1/3 off all seuthern heuseholds
owned slaves
Most wWere Yeomen — oWners ofi small farms

s Few: or noislaves
Usually: worked side; by’ side with slaves

s Averaged! 100 acres

Around 1% were planters
s \Wealthy plantation GWRErs
s 50/ 0r more slaves
s Influential in society, politics




Southern; Society: (1850)

5,000,000 —_, The “Plain Folk™

[white yeoman farmers]

Black Freemen |<— 250,000

Slaves
3,200,000

Total US Population --> 23,000,000
[9,250,000 in the South =40%]|




Slave Populations
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Slavery.

Slaves viewed as property, net people

Slaves served as! field workers, butlers;, cooks,
ete.

DriVers, — feremeni of the plantation
a Sometimes; slaves) themselves
s Gang laber system

Separate slave guarters
Often education and! travel were prohipited




Slave Accoutrements

Slave Master
Brands




Underground Railread

LLoosely organized group: of firee
blacks, abelitionists, former slaves
that helpedi lead slaves to freedom

Conductors — guides

Indirect routes te avoid capture
Tiraveled at night

Used| code, secret symbols

Would step at “stations” — safe
nouses| alonglthe way.

Estimated| 40,000 slaves escapead
using U.R. firom 1810-1850

Source: U.S. Department of the Interior Gannett News Service




Quilt Patterns as Secret
VIESSaQgES

The Monkey Wrench pattern, on the left, alerted
escapees to gather up tools and prepare to
flee; the Drunkard Path design, on the right,

warned escapees not to follow a straight route.




Harriet Tubman
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Most: famous; conductor:on
Underground Railiead
= 'Moses”

EScaped frem Maryland Plantation

Returned 19 times to rescue other
Slaves

LL.ed over 300! slaves to fireedom

“Never lest a passenger™
s [hreatened quitters at gunpoint

Reward for her capture reached
$40,000
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Underground Railroad




Nat Turner’s Rebellion

Nat Turner was anl intelligent and deeply religious slave:in
Southampton County, Virginia
= |he Prophet”

Saw al selar eclipse and teok itias a signi terend slavery.
Gathered al following oF ultimately over 70

Began rebellion on August 22, 1851

Tiraveled house; to house freeing slaves and killing

all'whites that they found
= Knives, axes, etc. — no firearms

Rebellion Iasted! for 2 days N B
57, whiteimen, women) children were killedp/ “iass

Militia defeated rebelllon IR" 48 NeUIS ;5. D g/
= Killed over 100 slaves iniending|the rebellion /4 ‘r Nl

Turner eluded capture for months before

being| found, tried, and hanged

Resulted in stricter controls—slave; codes




Nat Turner’s Rebellion
HORRID MASSACRE IN VIRGINIA-
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